SPEECH 


OF  THE 

HON.  A.  G.  WATKINS,  OF  TENNESSEE, 

v  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  JUNE  20,  1850. 

On  the  bill  providing  for  the  Soldiers  of  the  War  of  1812,  1813,  18i< 
1815,  with  Great  Britain;  the  Indian  Wars  1811  ;  the  Florida  ( Semi- 
nolean)  War  of  1835,  1836,  fyc.;  and  the  War,  known  as  General 
Wayne’s,  of  1792  to  1795,  that  have  not  heretofore  been  provided  for : 

Mr.  WATKINS  said  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desired  to  obtain  the  floor  before  the 
time  had  so  nearly  arrived  for  the  termination  of  the  debate,  when  I  would  have 
had  more  time  for  elaboration  than  is  now  allowed  me.  I  have  no  wish,  how¬ 
ever,  to  prolong  the  debate  beyond  the  limits  assigned  it,  by  the  parliamentary 
action  and  decision  of  the  committee,  if  it  were  in  my  power  to  evade  that  rule. 
Much  less  do  I  wish  to  obtrude  any  very  lengthy  remarks  upon  the  committee, 
as  I  shall  have  to  condense  and  abridge  what  I  have  to  say,  so  as  to  attain  all 
the  points  I  desired  to  make  in  my  argument  within  the  prescribed  rule.  I  shall, 
therefore,  proceed  without  further  preliminary  remarks  to  offer  to  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  committee  the  reasons  which  govern  my  action  in  reference  to 
the  bill. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  notice  some  of  the  arguments  made  by  distinguished 
members  who  addressed  the  committee  on  yesterday  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 
By  reference  to  the  statistical  reports,  to  be  found  of  record  in  the  different  of¬ 
fices  in  this  city,  the  number  of  acres  of  public  lands  belonging  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States,  the  number  of  soldiers  that  appear  from  the  rolls  in 
the  Adjutant  General’s  office  to  have  been  engaged  in  the  services  that  the  bill 
is  designed  to  provide  for,  and  the  proportion  of  this  domain  in  actual  acres  that 
it  would  require  to  fill  its  provisions,  should  it  become  a  law,  can  all  be  easily 
ascertained.  It  will  be  seen,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  shown  by  the  statistics  which 
I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  collect,  and  which  I  am  about  to  exhibit  to  the  com¬ 
mittee,  that  it  will  be  a  very  small  expenditure,  as  compared  with  the  whole 
amount  of  public  lands,  and  the  vast  advantages  accruing  therefrom  to  those  to 
whom  they  are  proposed  to  be  given. 

The  whole  number  of  troops  in  the  war  of  1812,  that  were  authorized  to  be 
raised  by  enlistment,  was  about  fifty-nine  thousand.  Of  this  number  forty  thou¬ 
sand  were  raised  under  acts  that  authorized  bounty  land  to  the  recruits.  The 
number  of  persons  who  have  received  bounty  land  under  these  acts  is  twenty- 
eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty.  The  number  of  enlisted  troops  not  en¬ 
titled  to  bounty  land  was  about  nineteen  thousand.  The  whole  number  of 
militia  in  said  war  is  about  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand.  Of  this 
number  about  sixty-five  thousand  served  over  six  months,  and  less  than  twelve 
months ;  one  hundred  thousand  over  three,  and  less  than  six  months,  and  the 
balance  less  than  three  months.  There  are  about  sixteen  hundred  millions  of 
acres  of  public  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Thus  it  is  shown  to  any 
one  who  will  give  himself  the  trouble  to  compare  these  estimates,  and  make  the 
calculation,  that  not  more  than  forty  to  fifty  millions  will  be  required,  at  the 
utmost,  to  meet  all  these  objects. 
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If;  however,  all  the  Amendments,  or  any  considerable  number  of  them,  should 
be  rejected,  and  the  Vill  pass  in  the  shape  in  which  it  came  from  the  committee, 
so  that  those  who  served  six  months  or  more  shall  receive  the  benefit  of  the 
law,  it  will  very  ^ yeatly  diminish  the  amount  of  land  contained  in  this  estimate. 
From  this  calculation,  which  is  based  upon  the  most  authentic  and  accurate  in¬ 
formation,  d/fived  from  sources  that  have  been  accredited  by  the  Government, 
it  is  manj^st  that  honorable  gentlemen  have  given  themselves  much  unneces¬ 
sary  treble  t°  prove  to  the  committee  and  to  the  country  their  peculiar  and  ex- 
trero/solicitude  at  this  particular  time,  and  upon  this  occasion,  to  husband  the 
^durces  of  the  Government  and  economize  her  expenditures.  Not  more  than 
ine-twentieth  part  of  the  public  domain  would  be  diverted  or  withdrawn  from 
the  revenue  of  the  Government  by  the  most  liberal  and  extravagant  calculation, 
under  the  original  bill  and  all  the  pending  amendments,  and  in  the  shape  in 
which  I  fear  it  will  be  most  likely  to  pass,  not  more  than  one-fiftieth. 

The  honorable  member  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Vinton)  labored,  in  his  argument  of 
yesterday,  if  I  understood  him  correctly,  to  convince  members  that  the  result  of 
a  system  of  legislation  by  which  the  public  lands  were  to  be  appropriated  for 
such  purposes  as  are  specified  in  this  and  similar  bills,  would  be  to  exhaust  the 
Treasury  of  the  nation,  creating  a  necessity  either  for  an  increase  of  duties  upon 
imports^  or  a  resort  to  direct  taxation  to  supply  the  deficiency.  Since  I  recollect 
to  have  noticed  the  debates  in  this  House,  and  political  discussions  elsewhere,  it 
has  been  the  custom  to  resort  to  this  argument  for  the  purpose  of  alarming  gen- 
tlemen  under  certain  circumstances,  and  to  effect  certain  results,  that  were  not 
easily  produced  by  a  more  calm  and  dispassionate  mode  of  reasoning.  And  I 
doubt  not,  sir,  that  that  which  was  a  mere  phantom  in  its  conception  has,  by 
frequent  repetition,  grown  into  reality  in  the  opinion  of  honorable  gentlemen,  in 
their  estimate  of  the  enormities  of  this  measure.  This  is  but  the  natural  result 
and  inevitable  tendency  of  a  continued  and  repeated  estimate  and  recital  of  the 
imaginary  evils  growing  out  of  what  is  conceived  to  be  an  encroachment  upon 
the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Government,  considered  as  separate  and  distinct 
from  those  of  the  people  in  their  sovereign  and  primary  capacity.  This  over¬ 
weening  solicitude  to  guard  the  treasure  of  the  Nation,  and  protect  it  from  the 
depredations  of  extravagant  legislation,  is  the  result,  on  the  part  of  members,  of 
a  fastidious  regard  for  the  pecuniary  character  and  ability  of  the  Government, 
which,  next  to  its  honor  and  independence,  should  be  the  highest  aim  of  a  legis¬ 
lator,  and  is  an  object  honorable  in  itself.  I  am  quite  sure  that  it  is  not  the  re¬ 
sult  of  improper  motives,  or  an  undue  indifference  to  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  people,  which  I  would  be  the  last  to  ascribe  to  any  gentleman  upon  this 
floor.  It  is  too  apparent,  however,  sir,  that  it  is  the  fixed  and  determined  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  opponents  of  this  bill  to  drive  members  from  its  support  by  the 
combined  influence  of  the  terrors  of  direct  taxation  and  the  charge  of  dema- 
gogueism  that  has  been  repeatedly  made  against  the  advocates  of  the  measure,  by 
those  who  have  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  oppose  its  passage.  Now,  sir,  I  am 
incapable  of  seeing  the  dangers  that  other  gentlemen  have  discovered,  of  the 
Government  being  forced  into  direct  taxation  by  any  effect  that  can  possibly 
result  from  this  appropriation  of  land.  Nor  can  I,  Mr.  Chairman,  discover 
from  any  argument  that  has  been  made,  or  from  any  evidence  that  has 
been  adduced  by  any  one  of  the  able  gentlemen  that  have  addressed  the 
committee  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  that  an  increase  of  revenue  duties  would  ne¬ 
cessarily  follow  its  passage.  A  single  argument  is  sufficient  to  present'  clearly 
and  conclusively  to  the  minds  of  all  who  view  the  question  in  its  true  character, 
the  utter  fallacy  of  the  grounds  upon  which  this  opposition  is  based.  Suppose, 
sir,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  and  in  order  that  all  who  oppose  its  passage  may 
have  the  full  benefit  of  all  their  doubts  and  apprehensions,  that  the  lands  pro- 


posed  to  be  set  apart  for  the  benefit  of  this  patriotic,  time-honored,  and  merito¬ 
rious  class  of  the  soldiery  of  our  common  country,  were  worth,  or  would  be 
worth,  in  the  next  fifty  years,  the  Government  price  ;  and  that  the  Government 
would,  or  could,  in  that  length  of  time,  realize  that  amount  for  them — a  result 
which  no  gentleman  in  this  House  anticipates — I  ask  again,  sir,  if  this  were 
true,  and  when  you  compare  it  with  the  almost  boundless  domain  yet  remaining 
which  will  not  be  even  occupied  in  the  next  fifty  years,  where  is  the  magnitude 
of  the  evils  or  difficulties  growing  out  of  this  system  of  bounty  land  favoritism,  as 
the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Holmes)  styles  it  ? 

But  it  has  been  argued  by  the  able  and  distinguished  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
(Mr.  Bissell,)  and  confirmed  by  the  learned  and  eloquent  gentleman  from  Geor¬ 
gia,  (Mr.  Stephens,)  that  all  the  public  lands  yet  disposed  of  have  not  yielded 
to  the  Treasury,  after  all  expenses  and  contingencies  have  been  paid  and  ac¬ 
counted  for,  more  than  some  five  to  seven  cents  per  acre.  And,  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  statement  has  not  been  controverted  by  any  gentleman  who  has  participated 
in  the  debate.  This,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  wide  of  the  correct  estimate. 
Now,  sir,  contrast  this  with  amounts  shown  to  have  been  footed  up  in  the  regular 
annual  appropriation  bills  and  deficiency  bills,  and  it  will  be  found  that  it  is  an 
.almost  inconceivably  small  fraction  as  compared  with  the  multiplied  millions  that 
appear  in  those  bills.  When  gentlemen  turn  their  mind’s  eye  to  the  almost  in¬ 
comprehensible  resources  of  this  great  country,  separate  and  apart  from  the  pub¬ 
lic  domain,  they  will  perceive  that  this  trifling  appropriation  of  the  public  lands 
is  lost  sight  of  in  the  comparison.  Much  has  been  said,  sir,  during  the  discus¬ 
sion  about  demagogism.  Doubtless,  honorable  members  differ  as  widely  in  their 
conceptions  of  what  it  takes  to  constitute  demagogism  as  they  do  in  all  other 
matters  pertaining  to  the  high  and  solemn  duties  of  legislation.  This  charge 
has  been  reiterated  time  and  again,  as  applied  to  the  friends  of  this  bill.  I  hold 
it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  Representative  upon  this  floor  to  obey  and  endeavor  to 
carry  out  what  he  understands  to  be  the  will  of  his  constituents,  unless  he  con¬ 
scientiously  believes  that  the  expression  of  public  sentiment  or  popular  will  con¬ 
flicts  with  an  expressly  declared  or  clearly  defined  provision  of  the  Constitution ; 
for  questions  of  expediency  in  all  Republics  or  representative  governments  are 
subservient  to  the  will  of  the  people,  and,  in  my  opinion,  lose  their  salutary  in¬ 
fluence  whenever  they  fail  to  reflect  the  popular  will.  So  long,  then,  as  a  Re¬ 
presentative  is  within  the  sphere  of  this  duty,  and  in  the  advocacy  of  measures 
which  he  honestly  believes  to  be  constitutional,  correct  in  principle,  founded  in 
reason,  and  meeting  out  justice  to  a  hitherto  much  neglected  and  highly  honora¬ 
ble  and  meritorious  class  of  American  citizens,  and  that,  too,  in  compliance  with 
the  will  of  his  constituents,  he  cannot  be  said  to  be  playing  the  part  of  the  dem¬ 
agogue.  While  I  am  free  to  disclaim  any  intention  whatever  to  impugn  the 
motives  of  any  member  upon  this  floor,  I  cannot  refrain  from  the  expression  of 
the  opinion,  that  must  be  apparent  to  all,  that  gentlemen  have  evinced  a  strong 
proclivity  to  ascribe  this  principle  to  the  friends  of  the  bill,  but  have  never  once 
acknowledged  the  existence  of  any  such  purpose  in  themselves.  If  an  honest 
and  assiduous  purpose  and  determination  to  subserve  these  interests  and  to  per¬ 
form  these  duties  subjects  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  the  severe  criticisms  upon 
their  motives  that  have  been  liberally  dealt  out  to  them  during  this  discussion,  I 
am  glad  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  be  classed  with  the  advocates  of  the  measure. 
Again,  sir;  it  has  been  urged  as  a  ground  of  opposition  to  this  bill,  that  it  does 
not  include  sailors  as  well  as  soldiers.  I  claim,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  be  as  strongly 
impressed  with  a  just  and  liberal  sense  of  gratitude  to  this  division  of  our  forces 
for  the  gallant  service  and  perilous  adventures  they  performed  in  the  service  and 
defence  of  the  country  whenever  her  rights  have  been  invaded,  as  any  gentleman 
upon  this  floor.  Yet,  sir,  it  is  perfectly  clear  to  my  mind,  that  the  reasons  do  not 
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as  strongly  apply  to  sailors  as  to  those  who  are  designed  to  be  made  the  recipi¬ 
ents  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  In  the  first  place,  Mr.  Chairman,  they  are  en¬ 
titled  to  prize-money,  which  is  a  regular  and  fixed  perquisite  incident  to  their 
official  occupation,  the  value  and  advantages  of  which  would  be  worth,  in  all  pro- 
bability,  „a  much  greater  sum  than  would  the  bounty  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
soldiers  included  in  this  provision.  Upon  proper  and  fitting  occasions,  when  the 
circumstances  justified  it,  and  the  objects  to  be  attained  demanded  it,  I  would  go 
as  far  as  any  Representative  in  this  Congress,  I  doubt  not,  to  relieve  or  provide 
for  our  naval  force  in  any  emergency.  This  objection  to  the  bill  has  been  so 
fully  and  clearly  answered  in  every  other  particular  by  my  colleague  from  the 
Nashville  district,  that  I  regard  any  other  or  additional  remark  in  reply  to  the 
objection,  as  urged  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Evans,) 
wholly  unnecessary. 

Efforts  have  been  made  during  the  course  of  the  debate — which  has  really 
taken  a  very  wide  and  comprehensive  range,  gathering  within  its  compass  the 
Wilmot  proviso,  tariff,  slavery,  <fyc.,  neither  of  which,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  my  judg¬ 
ment,  has  any  possible  connection  with  it,  or  is  in  the  slightest  relation  affected, 
by  it — yet  efforts  have,  I  repeat,  been  made  to  array  alternately  the  friends 
and  enemies  of  all  these  measures  against  the  bill.  Now,  sir,  I  cannot  conceive, 
how  the  passage  of  this  law  could  affect  the  manufacturing  interests  of  the  coun¬ 
try  thereby,  as  is  supposed  and  maintained,  rendering  less  secure  and  more  in¬ 
operative  the  interests  of  the  Southern  and  Western  producing  States.  And 
just  in  this  connection,  I  trust  I  will  not  be  regarded  as  travelling  out  of  the  le¬ 
gitimate  channel  of  this  debate  to  allude  to  the  strange  and  unnatural  coincidence 
of  the  arguments  of  the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Holmes,) 
and  the  honorable  member  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Vinton,)  both  making  the  same  de¬ 
ductions  and  arriving  at  similar  conclusions  drawn  from  premises  diametrically 
opposite — the  one  a  free  trade  man,  and  the  other  an  advocate  for  protection  T  ] 
Let  us  pursue  this  question  a  little  further,  and  see  what  would  be  the  practical 
bearing,  as  compared  with  the  peculiar  tenets  of  the  two  systems.  The  doctrine 
of  free  trade,  as  I  understand  it,  to  the  adherance  and  preservation  of  which  the 
honorable  member  from  South  Carolina  has  cordially  and  enthusiastically  ap¬ 
pealed  to  his  Southern  friends  to  rally,  allows  everything  to  follow  the  natural 
laws  of  trade,  selling  where  you  can  sell  highest,  and  buying  where  you  can  buy 
cheapest ;  thus  giving  to  every  one  the  largest  liberty,  levying  duties  under  the 
ad  valorem  principle,  and  that  for  revenue  only,  which  could  not  possibly  be  ef¬ 
fected  by  the  passage  of  the  bill  under  considerotion.  On  the  other  hand,  one 
of  the  chief  arguments  in  favor  of  the  other  principle  has  ever  been,  that  it 
would  not  only  afford  revenue  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Government,  but  would 
at  the  same  time  create  a  home  market  for  the  surplus  productions  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  thereby  enhancing  their  value,  and  adding  an  incentive  to  the  industry  and 
enterprise  of  the  country.  So  that,  if  it  were  true  that  by  appropriating  this 
amount  of  public  lands  you  might  create  a  necessity  for  an  increase  of  revenue  j 
duties,  it  would  not  only,  according  to  the  hitherto  legitimate,  well-defined,  and  \ 
established  doctrine  of  protection,  produce  revenue  ample  and  sufficient  to  defray 
all  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  but  would  greatly  improve  the  Southern  and 
Western  States,  by  giving  to  them  this  additional  market  for  the  surplus  produc¬ 
tions,  and  at  advanced  prices.  I  do  not  undertake  to  say,  nor  do  I  wish  to  be  i 
so  understood,  that  this  would  be  the  effect  in  either  event ;  but  I  do  contend  that 
these  are  the  only  legitimate  conclusions  to  which  I  am  able  to  arrive  from  the  \ 
premises  in  the  two  positions,  which  I  understand  to  be  antagonistical. 

Another  objection  to  the  bill,  Mr.  Chairman,  is,  that  it  will  injure  all  the  old 
States.  I  am  unable  te  conceive  that  such  would  be  the  result.  True,  it  would 
diminish  the  specific  population  in  each  old  State,  prospectively,  in  proportion  to  : 
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the  inducement  it  offered  to  emigration  butrnuld  nm  *1  * 

of  population,  and  could  not,  therefore,  hare  any  bad  eVe!?!  ®  aggfeSate  amount 
It  must  inevitably  improve  the  rnnrlifinr  ^  u  u  Ct  eyen  in  that  particular. 

these  lands,  whife  ZXtrimL? could  "elu  To" ^ 

ted,  except  a  very  slight  and  inconsiderable  diminution  in  tiTe  0!'“  ^  emigl>: " 
of  population.  But  it  has  been  said  imnn  tJ  f  !  the.  nun'er*cal  strength 

value  of  land  per  acre  in  the  old  States  Pf  hero  ]S  P011^’  l^at  n  would  impair  the 
and  uncultivated,  and  requiring  only  to  be  reclaimpf  * 16re  n70w  un°ccupied 
into  demand,  and  render  thL  highly  pr^Xe  “xhif  r?""8  ,hem 
doubtless  true  ;  but  how  a  provision  Af  L,  7  •  f*  ,}s\  Mr*  Chairman,  is 
soldiers  to  emigrate  and  occudv  fhpsrp  1  a  V  ^1]C1  wou.d  induce  the  survi  :mr 

camp,  and  many  of  "em  at  t^  tariff"  f^°  •  T*  7  ?e  Prime  of  life  *  - 
priving  them  not  only  of  the  means  of  °  then  health  .and  constitution— de- 

which  they  may  then  have  possessed  hin^^r^  e1ducatlon  of  their  families, 
leaving  them,  in  manv  incia  • 5  isabling  them  from  labor  ever  after 

price  of  land  in  a  State  wherlTthe  *n  ,.poverty  and  destitution— could  affect  the’ 

one  in  an  hundred  of  them  would  ever "bo  Ab  1  <fto  nA',6 h'e 80  high  that  not 
my  mind,  paradoxical,  if  not  incomprehensible  pUlehase  a  ten'a^e  lot,  is,  to 

ranv^ie^HTurP^uld^AtA1^1  t  7°^  be  benefiled>  aad  *■«*  -  in- 
tppropriating  this  hacZ  „f  hi  ra7  S!*le’."ew  or.°ld>  or  to  the  nation,  by 
•ighteous  purpose  ;  thereby  carrying  oiiA'  j"1*1'*  to.tllIS  Just>  lhis  patriotic,  this 
juishing  national  characteristics7  tfiat  of C®n®rminS  ,one  of  our  most  distin- 

tyled  our  national  benefactor^  7gai„  siflhoid'it  t  ‘  “f  Who™y  be' iUst1^ 
he  consideration  of  these  special  jlrl  \  iA  •  i°  d  U  to  true*  departing  from 
he  remaining  portion  of  the  domain  whichT^  argUments  and  objections,  that 
alue,  corresponding  with  if  not  pvnp  rT  *  lnifuense,  would  be  increased  in 
iverted  by  this  law.  The  effect  tl 1!\Va  ue’  tile  ^ands  proposed  to  be 
ppropriated  lands  would  havf  uln  thi  V  ?d  iraProve^^t  of  the 

^  located,  by  bringing  them  into  „«p  °f  the  where  they 

prvient  to,  and  promotife  of  the  mJ  T ltlvatlon»  and  making  them  sub- 
ould  add  a  greJIlyenhlnced  vaL  tn  ff  lnterests  “d  ends  of  civilization, 
ere  contiguous.  The  impetus  P-iven  to  6  UnapPJ'0Pria^ed  Jands  to  which  they 
ith  this  emigration  will  be  felt  °a*id  branch  of  industry  connected 

Ives  to  anticipate  the  paramon  t  %  aPPreci^ed  by  all  who  will  allow  them, 
er  himself,  but  also  bvcallino-  i  dvar!tages  to  be  derived  not  only  to  the  sol- 
ho  are  destined  to  become  the  beneficia°”  undr®ds  of  laborers  and  producers, 

■  their  indigent  and  embarrassed  ^  ctTT  °f  thlS  law’  and  who’  ac™ unt 

Kttb'mflT  ?-haraCter’  0r  “>  theSrerenueaof  Z^Zy00^ 

'H  give  it  a  careih  Aand'cri tTca/examin a*t!on  !  7^?-’  ’’S  ?parent  t0  a!1  who 
tended  as  to  remedy  most  of  the  defend  rV]'  ^  ^  m°U  d  and  would  be  so 
pssed  to  some  extent,  allow myself t0T’J  Un.‘fl  ',he  debate  had  P~- 

Ut  are  highly  deserving  of  the  pratihido  "j  "  kno"!’  s,r>  t!lat  there  are  many 
*  Government  that  frenot  indudediA’l^hnA'M  Congress  and 

owledge  and  recollection  of  the  historvVhL^^  ‘  Man-V  1  know>  ft°ra  my 
inths,  and  who  were  for  different  re  y  °f  *  1S,Se  wars’  were  drafted  for  six 
'ary  act  of  the  Golernment  honn™SPJ.a.t  ,he  rggesti"'«  and  by  the  vol- 

I  time  for  which  they  had  been  drafted  •  ISCjlarged  Pnor  10  expiration  of 

| the  sacrifices,  endured  many  of  ihP„  •’  ,”0t  Wlt!jaut’  however,  having  made 
Acuities  and  dingers  to  which  tLv  would  '°,1S’  man/of  the 

the  time  for  which  they  had  beeii  drafted  T”  exp0S!>d’  bad  they  served 
■such,  although  they  may  n^t  have  he!'  ;  '  ’  ,  can  see  110  Just  reason  why 

II  e  served  more  than  one-half  or  nL  r  ,1  S“g!e  engage,nent.  and  may  not 

one  halt  ot  one-fourth  ol  the  campaign,  should  nof  be 
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*  i  •  j  A  In  their  oower  to  carry  out  the  pur- 

liberally  provided  for— they  ^.av‘nf  ,  °“ervice.  Holding  myself  to  be  a  devoted 
pose  for  which  they  were  calle  under  consideration  by  the  com- 

and  zealonf,  though  humble  advocate  of  h  “  11  amendment  to  the  bill, 

mittee,  I  feel  it  to  be  as  incumbent  ™  character  of  their  service 

giving  the  most  liberal  allowa  close  of  the  war,  and  went  forth  to 

will  justify  -who  were  called  out  unm.stakable  evidences  and 

perform  their  duties— giving  the  surest  cqu  but  who,  fortunately  for 

guaranties  of  their  devotion  to  liberty a  of  hostilities  and  conclusion  of 

themselves  and  ^  out  that  determination,  and  test  that  devotion 

peace,  were  not  allowed  J  j  iinow  sir,  that  all  human  laws  and 

in  actual  conflict  upon  the  field  of  battle.  ^  ^  „f  those  who  draft  them 

institutions  are  imperfect,  and  that  .  requirements,  and  capacities 

and  debate  them  to  adapt  them  to  the .ex  pecta  -  1  submitted,  is  almos 

of  all  for  whom  they  are  intended,  and  to  whom  tne ;  .ty  of  the  law  itself 

universally  urged  as  a,  tea fhhis  bm  to  he  able  to  provide  now  for  al 
Although  I  do  not  expect the ?y  deserve  the  patronage  and  protection  of  th. 

those  who  richly  mei  it  an  |  J  consideration,  and  relief  at  the  hand; 

Government,  and  who  demand  attent  o  ,  provisions  that  can  be  se 

of  Congress,  still  I  am  for  the  i«“ber Vat'  have  been  in  actual  ser 

cured — SO  that  we  may  reach  the  lai  |  have  no  thought  tha 

vice,  as  well  as  the  most  distinguished  an  ^  session  ;  yet  it  is  th 

this  point,  from  present  indications  can  b  of  the  very  best  law  the 

duty  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  seen  h  P  ^  =  doub(less  wiU)  fell  very  6 
can  get  at  the  present  session  thoug ,  1  T^s  accomplished,  I  have  no  feai 
short  of  the  wish  of  many  of  its  f  end  •  ^  ^  d  the 

that  when  the  members  of  the  piese  »  .  constituents  and  ascertamc 

districts,  and  consulted  and  conferred  with  then  cons^^  ^  ^  me(Jtin? 

their  opinions  and  wishes  “P°“  Jch  ’a  ]aw  as  will  not  only  meet  the  ju 

Se^OTe^hot  make  ample  provision  for  all  those  who  may  n 

be  included  in  this,  if  it  shall  becomei  aw.  benefits  resulting  fro 

The  argument,  Mr.  Chairman  ^  B““  e  extent  Irue  in  point  of  fa 

this  bill  will  accrue  to  sP“"'at7nS’ea3eSin  c0„sequence  of  the  passage  of  tl 

will  not  receive  a  propoi  io  ,  that  so  far  from  increasing  in  acorn 

law.  The  convictions  ot  my  mind  are,  a  ^  haye  a  directly  oppos 

ponding  degree  the  inducemen  P  rants  ;n  market,  thereby  lessem 

effect,  by  increasing  the  nutnbei  of  1  ,  need  not  occupy  the  time  orcla 

the  inducement  both  to  buy  an  ■  ’  ’  ’  multiply  arguments  to  prove,  wl 

the  indulgence  of  the  commi  ee,  ?  ,  true  tbati  according  to  the  natu 

every  gentleman  on  this  floor  kn  , ,  ar’e  ;nt]uced  to  sell  any  commoc 

tendency  and  inevitable  laws  of  tiade.h  -•  their  property, 

whatever,  in  proportion  to  their  notion  *  *8^  ^  .g  |,qIially  t 

compared  with  the  price  0  ’  .pat’measure,  by  the  number  or  amount 

S£?.=t;£::S“-  *<*  “»> 

tsss  iwssr 

I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion,  a  g  that  ever  have  or  ever  will  he  etn 
would,  under  this  law,  as  we  as  their  profits  in  this  case,  for  the  reas 

ed,  share  their  portion  ofthe  profits  ha  then:  ^  ^  ,f  lW. 
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perchance,  in  the  distribution  or  dispensation  of  justice  to  hundreds  and  thousands 
a  few  encroachments  and  nrfraetions  should  be  made  upon  the  law  and  its  benefits? 

M}  suipnse  has  been  excited  during  the  progress  of  this  dphnto  tn  n 
tleinen  calculate  the  importance  of  this  bill  bv^he  cold  and  irn,  ’  r  r Y  ^e”" 
or  gain  of  a  few  shillings  of  the  probable file tret tZo ?“hV ntiot H°ay 
mg  already  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee art  m™./  U 
signed  to  show  that  no  considerable  loss  or  inconvenience  could  result  to  the" 
Tieasury  by  this,  appropriation  of  land,  but  that  the  remaining  domaiL  would 
e  improved  and  increased  in  value  corresponding  with  this  diversion  I  to 
«  unnecessary  to  allude  further  to  the  arguments  fn  answe  to  h  obLtion  A 

and  a^Umen1’  howerer-  of  the  honorable  member  from  New 
loik,  (Mr.  feACKETT,)  to  establish  and  carry  out  in  good  faith  the  stern  and  in 
is  particular  instance,  oppressive  contract  between  the  soldier  and  hisGovern 
men  ,  demands  some  notice.  Now,  sir,  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  remind 
gentlemen  that  this  mode  of  reasoning,  while  it  is  most  illiberal  to  the  soldier  in 
a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  does  him  still  greater  injustice  when  we  apply  it  to 
his  motives  of  action  in  point  of  patriotism  and  love  of  country.  Sir,  I  cannot 
allow  myself  to  imagine,  for  a  single  moment,  that  any  American  who  has  evel 
participated  in  any  of  the  blessings  of  this  free,  this  patriotic,  this  enlightened 
th,  ch.valrous  th,s  hberty.loving  country,  even  in  its  incipient  stiwgles  ^or 
.fieedom  and  independence,  would  consent  that  it  should  be  said  of  him— that  he 
ad’  d’  for,the,  sake  of  pecuniary  gain,  strike  a  bargain  with  his  Govern 

secure  to  her  time  and  F 7 C‘  U  W0Tn  ^  children>  Suard  ker  institutions, 

rf  repuWicam-sm  Uself  Yet 3t-°/.a8  eIe!?*ed  and  ™P«»chable  as  the  purity 
„  In’fcnf'  J  ’  slr’  !t  Is  ursed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
he  face  o.  all  these  facts  and  arguments,  that  they  should  be  tied  down  bv 
I.tnct,  ngorous,  legal  interpretation  and'  construction  to  the  pitiful  and  insigni/ 
•.ant  sum  of  seven  dollars  per  mouth  for  the  services  by  which  hey  covered 
country  all  over  with  laurels  and  honors  and  glories  as  imperishable  a!  t] “  . 
,>wn  brilliant  achievements  upon  the  fields  of  battle.  P 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  in  part,  a  State  that  has  in  all  the  wars  tW 
,ave  occurred  in  this  country  since  her  organization  as  a  State  furnished  her 
ill  quota  of  soldiers..  And  I  enjoy  the  further  and  higher  honor  not  only  of  re 
,resentmg,  but  knowing  personally  many  of  the  recipients  of  this  law,  i/it  shall 
e  passed  ;  and  I  know  sir,  that  it  will  fall  far  short  of  what  I  regard  as  an  ade 

bln  STnd  Up,°p  whi,ch  t0  sla!ld  in  this  C011test  than  mere  I'lecunL'/consiVle- 
|r  j  ,  1S  ^r^,  1  yingto  me  to  be  able  to  state,  that  in  my  support  of  this  mea 
*  e,  I  have  the  hearty  concurrence  and  co-operation  of  all  mv  colleagues  Sir 
;  would  be  as  foreign  to  my  feelings  or  purpose  to  revoke,  innovate"  or  violate 

id  rr'ofhMciS  a-‘a  P°rt  °f.ia  C°ntraCt  mav.de  b6tWeen  ‘he  Government 
taf  ,  3  h  _  citizens,  as  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor.  But  I  feel  assured 

Bat  no  ene  will  go  so  far  to  deny  that  these  lands  have  been  acquired  bv  the 

tving  most  l^ellilLuy  Ihe6^ ^  o‘f°  t  m  Tw^ti^S 

ImtoSl’,  lar0tt,a  ’“  egUItable  distribution,  I  would  ask,  could  be  made  of  them 
biant  them  in  bounty  to  the  soldiers  by  whose  services  they  have  in  a 

■  idrer?aSToob|iei^CqflIied!  ^  eventof  their  death  to  their  widows  and 

L  ev  1  u  pi  ]I1&.  °  16  Plooa^e  result  of  a  system  of  speculation  that  will  in 
•  1  be  llke]y  t0  grow  out  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  and 

ring  as  I  do  upon  the  varied  and  boundless  resources  of  this  country!Tam  ak 
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and  3- 

them  and  their  children,  01  that  they  c  ,  «r  *.  Yp«?  «?ir  I  repeat, 

and  univer  al  education,  particularly  m  the  Sou  an  ’tQ  t£e  Pacific, 

that  when  I  survey  this  vast  ifTMexlcl’checfered  by  ten  thousand  fertilizing  and 
and  from  the  commercial  and  manufectur- 

maiestic  streams,  alxordmg  inestimame  b  Pminpnt  a  decree  by  no 

inF  facilities  and  advantages,  such  as  aie  possess  ,  resources  of  every  de- 

other  nation  on  earth,  including  public  lands  were  applied  to 

icription,  I,  sir, have  no  fears  that  if  the  last .acre  other  ppom  deri"d  from 

the  objects  and  purposes  specified  m  arfu  j^table  laws  of  trade,  would 
these  sources,  as  governed  by  the  natura 1  ana  Government,  ordinary 

ever  prove  inadequate  to  defray  all  the 1^1, e  contingency  or  emergency, 
and  extraordinary,  in  any  possib  e  or  ■  teachini>s  and  admonitions  of  his 

Gentlemen  seem  to  have  forgotten  he so e mn  t “  in  which  the  S01 


Gentlemen  seem  to  have  torgouen  iiie  suicu  ---  .  the  B0J. 

tory ;  they  appear  to  have  lost  ‘  ‘^^tvolv^havebeen  held,  not  only 
diers  of  all  the  wais  m  which  _  „nimtrip.s  with  whom  we  have 


diers  of  all  the  wars  in  which  \  ,  muntries  with  whom  we  have 

by  Americans  themselves^bute  by  ho*-  <fmaVficent  edifice  and  superstructure 

had  inteicouise.  bu,  .  >  ,  j  ty,P  American  people  owe  to  these 

owes  to  the  foundation  upon  whic  i  16  ’f  ..  ud  elevated,  the  com- 

gallant  men  and  their  compeers  in  arms.  for  t.  p  ,  allow  rnyself,  upon 

manding  position  of  her  character  and  mstitut  ons  self-sacrificing 

this  occasion,  to  recount  the  many  brave,  da, “?•  f  mell,  lert  Si 

deeds  of  valor  that  signalized  the  caieei  an  of  the  demavovue/thiiJ 

should  be  said  that  I  am  attempting  to  play  .the  P"1  to  tun 

which,  if  I  know  myself,  nothing  is  moi  e  fo‘e‘S"  ‘  th(Je  affecting,  these  brill 
from  and  abandon  the  consideration  o  es  S  ’  )ortraYed  and  delineated 
liant  scenes  and  achievements,  which  "e  so  mdeliWyportray. ed^  ^ 

upon  a  thousand  pages  of  history,  allovv  “  ’  '  f  t  J  the  jnestimale  bless 

Z*  ‘  priv^S  which  they  are  now  luxuriating,  and  of  whicf 

of  inspiration,  all  opposition  to  this  bill. 


